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Vision New England Recent Convert Study
 
 
The Vision New England Recent Convert Study

The purpose of this research project was to measure the most effective 
forms of evangelism in New England today. Recognizing that God’s goal in 
evangelism is spiritual fruit (measured in converts), our goal was to 
determine what efforts, programs or factors most often produce Christian 
converts.

To accomplish this, we began with a convenience sample of 354 
congregations, drawn from churches considered to be the best prospects 
to have adult converts and willing to cooperate with a Vision New England 
study. This list was balanced to provide a good representation of the 
various states, urban/suburban/rural congregations, and a variety of 
ethnic and denominational backgrounds.

Interviewers from a professional market research firm, who were all 
Christian believers, called the churches and asked to speak with the 
pastor. Interviewers then asked pastors for the names and phone 
numbers of up to six recent converts. Telephone calls were made to 
recent converts, and a ten-minute questionnaire was administered. We 
obtained 196 qualified interviews with recent converts.

TOP 12 Discoveries 
 
1. The Power of Relationships 
For 71% relationship with a caring Christian friend, neighbor, coworker, or 
family member, is the single most important factor in seeing a person 
come to a living faith in Christ. 
 
2. Conversion Process 
People come to faith in Christ over a period of time reported 86%. 
32% over several months to a year 
54% journey to salvation over several years 
14% one point in time conversion 
 
3. God is Reaching All Generations with the Gospel 
Recent converts came from all age groups in survey population. 
GenY 21% 
GenX 36% 
Boomers 34% 
Seniors 9% 
 
4. A Major Disconnect 
80% of churches list evangelism as one of their top three priorities. Less 
than 2% of New England congregations experience ongoing adult 
conversion evangelism taking place. 
 
5. Church Service 
On site experience plays a major role (second only to personal 
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